
 

 

 

 

 
SAN JOSE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

TRAINING BULLETIN 

    

TO: ALL DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL FROM: Anthony Mata 

Chief of Police 

    

SUBJECT: GUN VIOLENCE EMERGENCY 

PROTECTIVE ORDER  

(FORM EPO-002) 

DATE: November 29, 2021 

    

   
Bulletin# 2021-024 

    

On September 1, 2021, the Judicial Council of California revised the Gun Violence Emergency 

Protective Order (Form EPO-002). Paragraph three of the Warnings and Information Section was 

revised to address entities who may seek a more permanent restraining order: family member, 

employer, coworker, teacher, or school administrator.  Paragraph four was revised to show that a judge 

has the ability to extend the term of the order to five (5) years (previously one (1) year). 

 

Department members shall use the updated Gun Violence Emergency Protective Order (Form EPO-

002, revision date of September 1, 2021). Hardcopy versions are available at Central Supply. 

 

Investigative Steps to Obtain a GVRO as of this Bulletin Date 

Officers respond to a call and determine if the subject qualifies for a GVRO for firearms. This 

emergency order is good for 21 days. 

• Form EPO-002 is completed by the on-scene officer and an on-call judge will approve or 

disapprove the Order. This is the same process used for obtaining an EPO in domestic violence 

cases (California Family Code Sections 6250 – 6275). 

• If the judge approves the request, the officer will note:  

o The expiration date (21 days from date of incident) on the EPO. 

o The court date for the subject in Department 66 at 9:01 am at the Family Justice 

Courthouse - 201 N. 1st Street, San Jose. 

▪ The court date will be on a Monday or Thursday that is closest to the 

expiration of the 21 days without reaching the expiration date of the 

emergency protective order. 

The only exception to this is court holidays.  It is important that officers do 

not assign a court date which coincides with a court holiday.  Officers in the 

field can request dispatch conduct a record check to determine if the court 

date assigned is a court holiday. 
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It is important that the court date and location is written on the form and the 21-day expiration 

date is properly noted or the EPO-002 will have to be re-issued and served to the subject 

again. 

Example Scenario – Officers respond to a call for service where a subject is detained on a 

5150 W&I and transported to EPS. The subject has guns registered to them, and the officer 

determines that the EPO-002 is necessary. The officer obtains judicial approval for the EPO, 

and the 21-day period for the EPO expires on a Thursday. The officer will write the court 

date for a Monday prior to the Thursday expiration of the EPO, because that is within 21 

days of the EPO. 

• The officer will ensure the EPO-002 is served on the arrested or detained subject and complete 

the proof of service information at the bottom of the EPO-002. 

• When serving the EPO-002, the officer shall verbally ask the restrained person if he or she has 

any firearm, ammunition, or magazine in his or her possession or under his or her custody or 

control and request that all firearms, ammunition, and magazines be immediately surrendered. 

o Subjects who refuse to comply are in violation of PC 18205, which is a misdemeanor.  

However, Department members are reminded that a GVRO does not give automatic authority 

to conduct a search for firearms and ammunition. Any search for firearms and ammunition 

must be conducted in compliance with established search & seizure laws.  Examples include 

consent, plain view, incident to arrest, search warrant, exigent circumstances, probation, 

parole, and Post Release Community Supervision. 

• The officer will file the EPO-002 with OSSD-Warrants. 

 

Additional information regarding GVROs may be found in California Penal Code sections 18100 – 

18205.  Specific provisions concerning Temporary Emergency GVROs may be found in California 

Penal Code Sections 18125 – 18145. 

 

 

         
        Anthony Mata 

        Chief of Police 

 

AM:SD:MB 

 

Attachment: Gun Violence Emergency Protective Order (Form EPO-002) 
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